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The 2016 report shares Utah’s unique approach in supporting parents and their children 
simultaneously, and distinguishing between situational and intergenerational poverty. The report 
outlines data from four focus areas: early childhood development, family economic stability, 
health and education. It also shares data on other contributing factors that support these focus 
areas and examples of promising pathways and programs that are moving data into action to 
address intergenerational poverty.  

In 2015… 
● In Utah, 37,512 adults and 57,602 children are in intergenerational poverty.  
● 25 percent of adults receiving public assistance are experiencing intergenerational poverty.  
● 33 percent of Utah children are at risk of remaining in poverty as adults, an increase of 

one percent from 2014. A total of 291,753 children are at risk of remaining in poverty as 
adults. 

● Utah’s child poverty rate has decreased; however, there still remains enough children in 
poverty to fill 1,611 school buses. 

 
Key Data Findings in Focus Areas 

● Early Childhood Development – Children experiencing poverty and other stresses 
during this time are more likely to experience developmental setbacks that follow them 
throughout their life. 

o As a result of Utah’s increased investment, 98 preschool classrooms serving 3,155 
low-income children received funding to improve program quality since 2014. 

o 206 children in intergenerational poverty received scholarships to attend high-
quality preschool. 

 
● Education – Indicators of educational success such as attendance, language arts and math 

proficiency, and graduation rates tend to suffer among children living in intergenerational 
poverty. 

o 19 percent of students in intergenerational poverty were proficient in third grade 
language arts, compared to 44 percent of all third-graders statewide. 

o 12 percent of students in intergenerational poverty were proficient in eighth grade 
math proficiency, compared to 37 percent of all eighth graders statewide. 

o Graduation rates are slowly improving for children at risk of remaining in poverty. 
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● Health – Children living in intergenerational poverty are not receiving the health care, 
dental care and mental health care needed to ensure healthy development.  

o 28 percent of Medicaid enrollees who are in intergenerational poverty visited the 
emergency room at least once, compared to only 17 percent of non-
intergenerational poverty enrollees. 

o Child maltreatment is higher with 24 percent for children in intergenerational 
poverty, compared to 1.5 percent for children statewide. 

o 94 percent of children in intergenerational poverty have health care access through 
Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP); however, the majority 
of them utilizing these services is low. 

 
● Economic Stability – Underemployment is prevalent among families experiencing 

intergenerational poverty, which contributes to their challenges. 
o The average annual wage for adults in intergenerational poverty increased 11% 

between 2014 and 2015, from $11,506 to $13,423.  
o 62 percent of adults in intergenerational poverty had some employment during 

2015. 
o A third of adults in intergenerational poverty are paying more than 50 percent of 

their income to housing, leaving little remaining to afford food, clothing and 
transportation. 

o 72 percent of adults in intergenerational poverty lack education beyond high 
school, compared to 32 percent statewide.  

 
● Other Contributing Factors – Other factors that contribute to intergenerational poverty 

include homelessness and juvenile justice system involvement. 
o The average length of stay in a homeless shelter is 37 days among children in 

intergenerational poverty requiring emergency shelter. 
o 17 percent of adults in intergenerational poverty have been involved with the Utah 

Department of Corrections. 
 

 

 


